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‘Drinking (Ch. 14y

STAT 231 —WH. Chery

Drawing the line on drinking and driving

enpele who gree daut the aurse d impared diving ds-

agee &daut how best to onba it. Candder the current dg-

fight between Mothes Agairst Drunk Driving (MADD) and
the Canad&aSagty Courtil.

It is ilegal undethe Giminal Code to dive with a Hood-dcohd-
concentréion keve of 0.08 a more — a neaste d the poporton of
alcohd in the Boodstream. MADD has aken ait adrertisements
sajing the kv is too Fgh and $iould be educed b 0.05 b proted
puwblic satty. The Sfety Courcil says it would be "mad“to lower
the leve becaue tha would pace a geaer buden o police and
the murt sysem and hae ittle practical dfed beyad aiminaizing
the dal drinker.

The Hood-dcohd limit in Canadais not a nondith. Provinces
imposezero wleranceon youngand rovice divers and ug gadia-
ted Icersingto eae hem into the wald of safe driving. Mostprovin-
ces authorize he mlice to ke avay the ca keys of a diver who
meastes beween .05 and 08 and sugpend his licencefor 12 a 24
haurs.

The questdn is whether loweiing the gened criminal imit would
be good pbic policy. Bvena snall intake of dcohd may restut in
somedegee ¢ imparment— drowsness greder problens with divi-
dedattention — tha begns bdore the kvd reaches08 A report lag
April from the US National Highway Traffic Sdety Administra
tion, a lranch d the Depatment d Trangoortation said: "Widdy ac-
cepted public heath reseach ha identfied .05 & the BAC [blood
alcohd conentrdion leve at which driving ills begn to detei-
orate Beau® of this, someorganizations— mostnatebly the Ame-
rican Medcal Asdation — offidgally support.05 & the safestimit”

Butis the dgree d imparmentbeween .05 and 08 d suffident
concen to kring the weight of criminal law cwn on tese burd
driving with that anount of dcohd in thdar sysen? The Siety
Caundl says he isk of involvementin a fatd crash within tha
rangeis 12 a 18 diver dedhs per DO million kilomeres taveled
(the risk without drinking anything is Q6) and & cmparable o
driving five klometres gr hour ove the peed imit. The U Sre-
port itsdf added one satenceafter the ines quated dove: "Even
those organizationsthat have adoged sich policies [promoing .04
acept.08 & the best easnalle and aceptide compromise ha
will save Ives, geventinjuries and ecice oststo dety! (The
United Sates is dill trying to persuaé me shtes to lbwer their
limits of 10 © .08)

What es it take to each 08? That hard to sy becaue ©
mud depends on an mdividuals weight and méabdism. The US
Treffic Sdety Administrdion sys he aergie 70-pound (76 kilo-
gram male will reach 08 afer five dinks in o haurs on an enpty
stomad, and a120-pound (54-klogran) woman will reach i after
threedrinks. Gommening on he Ielef tha one nay sfely down
one standad drink an hour before diving, TTangort Canadasa/s
the "one dink pe hour rule works anly for the first two o three
haurs. It does ot wak for women Restict yoursdf to no nore
than two dinks. Beteryet, dortt drink if you ae going to dive!

The Ottava-basedTraffic Injury Reseech Fourddion esimates tha
5 per caent o drivers acoourt for 84 per cent o trips mace while im-
pared. The CanadaSagty Courtil says loweing the Bood-dco-
hd levé would do rothing to atd this hard core. [f thee ae rew
resoures, t argues,let them ke devded b enforcing the bw nore
stiingenly agairst hesereped offendes — mary of then previoudy
convicted often diving while undersuspersian — ratter than cha-
ing dter lessmpaired divers who posefar lessof a hred. MADD
Canadaegponds tha the Qurcil undeesimates the tred posel by
thoseunde .08.

It is important to real carefuly. Thee has leen gred pubic sup-
pot for a bw tha strikes ait ggairst sgnificanly impared divers
while ot maeking aiminak of those vwho hae had a leer glassof
wine @ shot d liqguor with dinner Awareress has gmn; pele
are ongious d the dagers, oth of haming dhers and d being
stopped ly the plice. The risk in lovering the kvé below a point
mary Canadars mght consder reasnalte is tha it would encour
agedisdain for the law which might in turn wealen the eolve o
thoseofficers and @murts asgned b enforce the law — hdependent
of the ncrease burden a both.

Driving while impdred & a ®riouscrime. Polls iow the gea ma-
jority of Canadars fed tha way It is heatenng © readof techno-
logicaladvances- induding an gnition-interlock tha preventsa car
from garting unlessthe driver passe a ®biiety test — ba can st
evan inregererae dinkers from driving. It is important tha police
officers and the ourts nore gringently and deerninedly enforce tre
exisng criminal law and ke gven the esources they need o do .

But bdore Canadathinks d loweing the kgallimit, and rede-
fining imparmentto cova more than t now does, hee auld be a
more comfortable weight of evidencethat this is ecessary and
beng necessary is politically achievable and degable.
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